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Ledbetter gets 100 years for sex crimes
By JOE GERRETY
jgerrety@journalandcourier.com

July 19, 2006

MADISON, Wis. -- A former Lafayette man who avoided prosecution on charges of child seduction a 
decade ago in Tippecanoe County will spend the rest of his life in prison for similar crimes in Wisconsin.

Gregory A. Ledbetter, 39, was sentenced to 100 years in prison Tuesday in Dane County Circuit Court, 
according to Bob Kaiser, assistant district attorney.

Ledbetter had pleaded guilty to 28 criminal counts, including sexual assault of a child, sexual assault of a 
disabled person, child sexual exploitation and child enticement.

Ledbetter admitted he had sexual contact with 10 teenage boys in Wisconsin. During the investigation, 
Madison police also found videotapes of Ledbetter having sex with teenage boys in Lafayette in the 1990s.

"I think it's a relief knowing that Mr. Ledbetter won't ever have the opportunity to have another underage 
victim like that," Detective Matt Misener of the Madison Police Department said by telephone after the 
sentencing.

Kaiser praised Misener for scanning hundreds of hours of videos from Ledbetter's collection, identifying 
the victims and then tracking them down for interviews.

"That's part of my job, is to give every victim a voice -- especially the victims who are reluctant," Misener 
said.

Misener found the victims -- mostly around Wisconsin and some of them still teenagers -- in various life 
situations. One was in jail; another was in prison for victimizing other children.

After 25 years as a police officer, Misener said he's not shocked by many things, but he was surprised 
with the volume of sex videos Ledbetter had created and kept over a period of years, marking each with his 
victim's initials and age.

Ledbetter was charged in Wisconsin in November after police, acting on a tip from one of Ledbetter's 
roommates, served a search warrant on the home and found dozens of video recordings of Ledbetter 
having sexual contact with other men and teenage boys.

Some of the videos depicting sexual activity bore the names of Ledbetter's accusers in the 1996 Tippecanoe 
County case, Misener said.

Police also found a scrapbook of newspaper clippings and a collection of television news videos covering 
his case in Tippecanoe County.

Ledbetter was charged in February 1996 in Tippecanoe County with 43 counts of child seduction, accused 
of sexual activity with two residents of Cary Home for Children, where he was a counselor.
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Prosecutors dropped the charges in 1997 after the two alleged victims recanted.

Tippecanoe County deputy prosecutor Laura Zeman, who prosecutes sex offenders here, was pleased with 
Ledbetter's lengthy sentence.

"Finally, a little bit of justice for the victims here in Lafayette. Nobody believed them," Zeman said, adding 
she suspects community pressure led the victims to recant their accusations.

One of Ledbetter's two former accusers in Tippecanoe County is now serving a prison sentence for child 
molesting.

In 1994, Ledbetter's father, Jerry, then a Lafayette city councilman, successfully sponsored a city ordinance 
-- the first of its kind in Indiana -- prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation.

Jerry Ledbetter cited his son's experience as a gay man in Lafayette in arguing for the ordinance.

Jerry and his wife, Darlene, went to court Tuesday and pleaded with Judge Daniel Moeser not to put their 
son in prison for life.

But according to Kaiser and Misener, Moeser said Ledbetter was a danger to reoffend and should have 
learned his lesson after avoiding prosecution in Tippecanoe County.

"Most of us, when we make a mistake, we learn from our mistakes and move on," Misener said. "But 
instead of changing or seeking help, Mr. Ledbetter just continued on with his same actions."
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Thanks, for a change, Laura.


